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Dame Iudi Dench - who in their right
mind would not like to have dinner with
M? She's a fine actress who has an
incredible and varied career, everything
from Cabaret (listen to her performance
on the soundtrack of the original London
stage version, and you'll hear that it is she
who is the definitive Sally Bowles) to the
classics and back again. She's done the lot
- and she has a wicked sense of humour.
If you could persuade Mr Alan Bennett to
join us, that would be dandy.

If you had to name your Yorkshire
"hidden gem", what would it be?
The Mount Grace Priory in Northallerton,
a 14th century establishment that was
run by the Carthusian monks, who lived
the life of hermits. We filmed there when
we were making the Coast to Coast series,
and it is a beautifully serene spot. Youjust
feel at peace with everything around you,
and you lose track of time.

What do you think gives Yorkshire its
unique identity?
The fact that you can find just about
every geological and geographical
configuration within the county - the
really flat area to one side of Doncaster
that was drained by the Dutch; the almost
mountainous stretches of the North; the
hills of Sheffield; a coast which goes from
levels to the soaring cliffs.And the people
of the place, who live in all that diversity.

Do you follow sport in the county, and if
so, what?
I am a complete and utter duffer at
sports, always have been, always will be.

But if someone patiently explains to me
that a Yorkshire team, playing whatever it
is they play, is doing well, I shall only too
happily get out the white rose flag and
wave it enthusiastically for them.

What about Yorkshire's cultural life?
When I'm back in the county these days it
tends to be for work, and that means a
pretty intense filming schedule, so I don't
have much of a chance of getting out. But
I am one for popping into local art
galleries if I get a chance - and I'm
constantly pleasantly surprised at what I
find. I know that Leeds in particular, and
also the Stephen Joseph theatre in
Scarborough, take a lot of their shows to
London, which is admirable.

Do you have a favourite restaurant, .
or pub? ~ r

The Blue Lion at East Witton in tfi~heart
of the Dales. Quirky rooms to stay over,
and a great roaring fire in the flagstone
bar-in the wintertime. They've got tasty
bar meals and also a full gourmet
restaurant, with a menu that is game
heavy (all local) and immaculate starched
white tablecloths.

Do you have a favourite shop?
Issima in Boroughbridge. It's owned by a
long-standing family friend, Sarah
Lamb, who has amazing taste, and it -
is the perfect place to pick up gifts -
everything from homeware bits and
bobs like picture frames and candles, to
beautiful objets d'art, and odd bits of
clothing and jewellery too. As for a food
shop, well, I can't resist the little local

markets that seem to keep going, nr
matter what.

How do you think that Yorkshire has
changed, for better or for worse, in tl
time that you've known it?
There's a much greater awareness toe
of conservation and preservation-
English Heritage and the National T

_ do some sterling work in that field.
there's much more discussion about
green issues now, of course. That's all
the good. What I love about Yorkshiri
that it has a keen sense of the past wl
also looking to the future and genera
to come.

Who is the Yorkshire person that y01
most admire?
Probably it would have to be Michae
Parkinson, who has dealt with the u
and downs of his long career with
modesty and grace. If it's a group of
people, then there are a lot of walke
(and others) who are grateful to the
Ambulance Service for the work tha
do - and also to the RNLI lads. Unsul
heroes, those people.

Has Yorkshire influenced your work
So very much. I love making progran
in the county - you never know wh .
are going to see next and what chara
you might find to have a conversatio
love that element of surprise in the
programmes I do - TVis far too fom
these days.

Name your favourite Yorkshire
booklauthor/artistlCD/performer.
I adore David Hockney. I was lucky
enough to interview him in 1995, w
he was asked to design a BMW CSiA
Car. He is such an accomplished am
draughtsman, printrnaker and stage
designer and photographer. All tho
talents in one man. I love the mode I

feel of his work.

If a stranger to Yorkshire only had ti
visit one place, it would be?
Castle Howard. Set in fabulous
landscaped grounds on the edge of
Howardian Hills, this is one of the
grandest private residences in Britai
designed by Sir John Vanbrugh, who
designed that other comfy little rem
Blenheim Palace. Great to visit, I thf
and sublime to be a guest for a day I
Live there? Not when your supper
probably has to travel a mile and a
from kitchen to plate.

• Julia Bradbury is hosting the ina
Yorkshire Post Environment Award
the Queen's Hotel, Leeds on Thursd
May 7.

NEXT WEEK: MALCOLM CREESE

:: POST MAGAZINE SATURDAYMAY 2 2009

-




